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postal address: oudkerkhof 15 bis, 3512 GH Utrecht, the netherlands 

email: gotong_royong@hotmail.com  (attention: ‘Underscore’)

bank account: 84.21.36.932 (FORTIS)

reg.number chamber of commerce H30179877

	Please would you do us a favour and send this newsletter to your family, friends and colleagues or draw their attention to our website: www.gotong-royong-utrecht.nl where this newsletter is published as well (in English and in Dutch)!  


 

	1. To the Volunteers of the Foundation


‘The silent force’ is an expression the Dutch use when they speak about Indonesia’s mystic atmosphere. We have our own silent force: the volunteers who, with ceaseless energy, keep up the good work: Merel, Ineke and Loes who are approaching the Dutch charity market; Bernard who takes care of our website while Daam and his colleagues are designing a new one; Arjan who has drawn up our annual account and Jan who is contacting funds for a special project. And then there are also the individual sponsors who promote our projects to others. Silent forces: they are not visible, but you cannot do without them. 
	2. Introduction


The fifth volume of this newsletter is now a fact. We, volunteers of the Gotong Royong Foundation, have lost some illusions in these past years, and gained many experiences and a lot of knowledge. We never thought in advance the foundation would ever reach its current form and content.
Overall, things are going fine, or actually: very well! Work is progressing, projects are being evaluated and adjustments are being made. Next year the set-up of the scholarship project will be changed: by working with a smaller number of schools, more frequent contacts will be possible and we think this will increase the effect of the programme.

The annual account 2005 is ready. We will be pleased to send you a copy upon request. You can send an e-mail to gotong_royong@hotmail.com or send a note to our postal address.
	3. Sponsor visits!!


At the end of December 2005 Maurits from Bilthoven visited us, following his trip to Banda Aceh. We had interesting discussions about our mutual experience in the field of aid. In January 2006 Merel and Ineke, two members of the board of the Gotong Royong Foundation, visited us. A very productive visit for all of us: we were able to share our experiences. In March we welcomed Wilma and Wim from Kerkrade (old acquaintances with a soft spot for Bali and its people) and also Johan from Zoetermeer, who videotaped projects in Singaraja as well as in Yogyakarta. With this material he will make a promotion film. We are curious to see the results.
	4. Finished projects


In January the new girl’s dormitory of the children’s Widhya Asih III home in Singaraja was completed and when this newsletter is released, the kindergarten school we built in Guwo Gampeng near Yogyakarta will be officially opened.
In this past period we started and finished the renovation of the auditorium of the children’s home in Singaraja: new tiles on the floor, the ceiling has been painted, the gamelan room has been expanded and the pillars have been finished and painted. A small project that took ten days in which nine people worked from 6 am until 6 pm. Hard work with beautiful results!
	5. New Projects


We have just completed negotiations with the construction team about costs and plans for the renovation of the boys’ bathrooms in Widhya Asih III. Renovation of the courtyard they use to dry their laundry will also be part of this project. 
	6. Four special sponsorships


In our previous newsletter we wrote about the result of Margreet and Paul’s sponsorship. We can now inform you that, with their approval, we have spent the money (1235 euros!) on 10 solid wooden bunkbeds for the girls in Widhya Asih III. The beds were made by a local carpenter and the quality is supreme. The money was sufficient to buy new mattresses too.
At the same time we received a message that the sponsorship request we sent to a special company over a year ago, has been granted! The request concerned three projects, all within the children’s home, that we can now effect in the forthcoming year. We started with buying 14 similar bunkbeds and mattresses for the boys. Their faces were shining!
In January Ruud from Utrecht threw a big party for his 50th anniversary and instead of presents, he asked for money to be spent on a Gotong Royong project. With the help of Merel he promoted this idea and together his guests donated 1065 euros! Fantastic! With this money we will be able to finance a vocational course (‘Engineering Automotive’) for Suroto, a boy living in the children’s home in Singaraja. 
In March Wim and Wilma from Kerkrade personally handed over a cheque worth 1000 euros, the result of a fundraising activity in the Maastricht branche of a very special company, to the head of the children’s home in Singaraja. Thank you very much, management and staff of this company!!
	7. Couleur locale 


Every day life in Indonesia is still very much affected by inflation, the threat of bird flu, the anti pornography law (a strange name for a law that is both anti-female and unfavourable for tourism) and the stories about the reconstruction work in Aceh.

The wet season is slowly passing by, it caused floods and landslides that killed many people.

Bali’s economy is in a bad shape: tourism has collapsed. The men, who in the past kept themselves busy with cock fights, are hanging about on the streets, now these fights (big gambling business) have been officially prohibited, making unemployment even more visible.
	8. Positive focus 


Reports about Indonesia in the Netherlands are in our opinion often biased and narrow-minded. Surely there are a lot of things that are wrong, but we also see a lot of good happening here and signals of positive developments:
· The Balinese, and also Muslim women’s organisations on Java, are successfully fighting the anti-pornography law, which is promoted by fundamentalists and has a very restrictive effect on personal freedom. The law will not pass Parliament and will be adapted on major points.

· The BOS subsidy (government support for operational school costs) will be paid again this semester, this time with more control and more directives given in advance. At the beginning of March all heads of school have received instructions about how to spend this money, a control system has been installed and already misbehaviour has been punished.
· In our city tens of peoples suffering from cataract have received treatment FOR FREE, thanks to an Australian aid program. The surgery was performed by professional BALINESE VOLUNTEERS who received their training in Australia.

	9. Project information


I. Bali: Widhya Asih III children’s home
Things are going well in the children’s home: the children are happy and the atmosphere is good. The batik work shop will open a small shop in Denpasar in April and production is in full speed now. Improved colouring techniques and better quality has made this possible.
The only things not going well are gamelan lessons: the teacher was not complying with appointments, so we are currently looking for another teacher. Fortunately the children keep on practising independently.
Funds will be spent on a medical examination of Rovied (5 years old), a deaf-mute child. Unfortunately Komang Sari (19 years old), a valuable employee of the batik workshop and student at a fashion school, has been called back to Sulawesi by her father. An arranged marriage (against her will) is awaiting her. 

Ariefta is doing better after receiving treatment for a cobra’s bite (there are a lot of snakes on the premises). 50 euros was spent on a treatment that saved his life.
After the girl’s home was finished (on January 7th) there still were a few small jobs that needed to be done: the curtains had to be made, rails had to be put in place and an iron framework was made to put in the window casings (for safety reasons). We also had a handrail made for the outside staircase. Off course, for the girls, the new beds were the icing on the cake. 14 new bunkbeds have also been made for the boys’ rooms. All other boys will receive new mattresses.
II. Bali: MCK (Mandi-cuci-kakus = toilet-bath-washroom) 
On April 3 the renovation of the boys’ toilets and washroom in the children’s home will start.

III. Bali: Scholarships

The 73 children in the scholarship program (37 in Bondalem, the others in the city of Singaraja) all personally received their school supplies for next semester from us. We bought shoes, backpacks, school uniforms, books and pencils at the local market (small shopkeepers). In Singaraja the distribution took place at the Kantor Lurah (district head’s office) in the presence of the parents and the heads of school. Board members Ineke en Merel were also present, giving the meeting a festive touch by handing over a small present to each of the children (soap, tooth paste, a tooth brush, shampoo, cookies and a soft drink). In Bondalem the distribution took place in the house of our local supporter Ratna.
We visited all 15 schools who have pupils in this scholarship program. The purpose of these visits was to hand over the money for the children’s savings accounts to the heads of the schools, in the presence of the children (60.000 – 120.000 Rupiahs, depending on the value of the goods required). We also used these visits to check on the spending of an earlier payment (August 2005). In the city all had been carried out the proper way. In Bondalem we were confronted with a lot of administrative and verbal obscurities. We did not observe fraud, but money has been spent on other purposes than the ones intended by us. For example on the payment of debts to the construction fund of the school (which we consider is a government responsibility). We are now reconsidering the follow-up. Before making a next payment, we informed the children and their parents once more about the purpose of this money and about the fact that it is up to them, and not the head of school, to decide how to spend it.
IV. Bali: Senior citizens
On our request we received the data of all senior citizens (55+) living in Penataran and Delod Peken. There are 104 people on this list. We first selected 34 of them (the criteria being, among others: poor, not married, no children, age 65 and older) and after speaking with the district head, ended up with a group of 40. These people will receive a SEMBAKO in April. This is a package containing SEMbilan (nine) BAhan (goods) poKOK (basic): nine products which are the main components of Indonesians’ daily menu: rice, oil, dried fish, green beans, onions/garlic/peppers, eggs, sugar and soy sauce. This is the start of a program that will be expanded in the future.
V. Java: Yogyakarta; MCK’s (Mandi-cuci-kakus = toilet-bath-washroom)
In February we visited MCK-Dhuri together with board member Merel. This MCK was finished in October 2005. It looked nice, but on further inspection turned out to have two problems: a door didn’t close properly and a tap was broken. The project manager will talk about this with the village head and will make sure that things will be repaired. Meanwhile we learned a lesson: we chose pvc doors because they can be easily cleaned, do not suffer from borers and will not bend because of humidity. But now it turns out that the hinges are too vulnerable for such an intensely used building.
The review of earlier MCKs has not yet been carried out, because the person in charge was occupied. Because of administrative obstacles, no new MCK project has been started. 
VI. Java: Yogyakarta; Senior citizens
In February we went to visit a couple who receive their daily meal via the foundation. The woman, who is blind, told us that her husband had died and described to us the process of his death. Imagine her situation: in an old horses’ stable without a bed and no family, just neighbours. After consulting with Mrs Murdjati (head of the senior citizens’ program at this site) we decided to expand our aid with personal care and cleaning. This will be done by a neighbour who will receive a small salary from us.

The other activities for senior citizens are going well. It is always a joy to witness the meetings. Together with Merel we visited two meetings and we received a very warm welcome.
VII. Java: Yogyakarta - Kindergarten
A long lasting process has now practically been completed. In June 2004 we started the groundwork of the building for a Kindergarten in Guwo Gampeng and in January 2006 the work was completed. That it took so long was mainly caused by the fact that 65% of the work was done by local people in their spare time. The other 35% required professional assistance (building the well and installing electricity) or more speed. Construction has been postponed for a while because the desire to work for free had expired; in this period the head of school was having an argument with the village head (who temporarily made his shed available for teaching). Clearly to us, these two issues were related. 
At a certain moment we chose to hire professionals and as a result costs have risen. But the total costs were less than 50 million rupiahs (4.500 euros) and that is certainly a good outcome.
VIII. Java: Yogyakarta; Scholarships

The programme is set up in the same way as the Bali program, the operational part (buying and distributing the goods) is done by volunteers. We concentrated on the preparations: we checked the data and talked to the volunteers to make sure that they are as critical as we are. The volunteers met all 130 children at their schools and distributed the goods (school supplies, uniforms, etc.). This was a lot of work, because the children are dispersed over 80 different schools.
For next season (2006-2007) we decided on a new approach. We selected 8 schools on a shortlist and interviewed the school heads. We will concentrate on a limited number of schools that match certain criteria, so there can be a more intense and frequent contact between the children and the volunteers. 
 IX. Java: Community Activity Centre (CAC) -Roemah Kita-
Operations are going well. The centre is a success and 40 children are in the day care programme (this is the maximum number the staff can manage). There are a few requests for small adaptations to the building, these will be taken care of in the second quarter (we are awaiting a budget proposal). The main care is finance. We will support the centre by paying 75% of the costs in the first three years; thereafter it will have to carry on independently. The big challenge for them is to find their own local funding. All sorts of plans are being made now (for instance a ‘sponsor-a-child’ programme) and contact has been made with the social services. Furthermore the centre has become a member of a forum for early childhood centres; a local organisation which appointed the manager of CAC as its vice-president.
The manager also received an assignment from us to start up a senior citizens’ programme at the centre.
	10. Sponsor possibilities


 
If you decide to support the initiatives of Gotong Royong financially, first think if you want to help any specific project or if you want to leave the spending to us.

Possibilities: 

· the scholarship programme: one scholarship is €50 a year and can start any time during the year

· sponsoring a child of the children’s home for €12 a month (€ 36 a quarter or €144 a year) for complete sustenance.

· the support of a senior (60 plus) for €10 a month (especially for vitamins, minerals and medical care). That’s €30 a quarter or €120 a year.

Of course you can also send us a free gift and leave the spending to us.

    

	11. Gifts


Gifts are more than welcome at our bank account in Holland (Fortis): 84.21.36.932 (for the attention of Stichting Gotong Royong - Utrecht).  For people who want to donate and who are living outside Holland, please contact us by e-mail so we can find a proper method of transaction for your donation. 

 

	12. Tell a friend


 

Please mail this newsletter (add a small introduction) to your friends and family. 

Reminder: there’s a website http://www.gotong-royong-utrecht.nl where you can find this newsletter too.

	13. Email   


If you want to let us know something, if you have feedback, do you want to ask something? 

Send us an email: gotong_royong@hotmail.com (attention: ‘underscore’).   
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